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ABSTRACT 
 

 
Understanding welfare considerations for all species displayed in ZAA aquariums and zoos is a high 
priority. As an industry we must be able to provide evidence that we are caring for our animals in the 
best way possible. This will become increasingly important in the years ahead as we face our detractors 
that would close down aquariums and zoos. 
 
In the past ten to fifteen years, the Five Domains of animal welfare have completely replaced the Five 
Freedoms and become the standard for examining animal welfare globally. Studying and understanding 
the Five Domains of nutrition, environment, health, behaviour and how these first four Domains lead to 
the fifth Domain (the mental domain) can provide valuable insight into the welfare of the animals in our 
care. 
 
The Five Domains were initially developed within a terrestrial viewpoint. In this presentation, we will 
examine each of the Five Domains in detail. How they can then be applied in our aquatic environment 
(as they pertain to fish) for the benefit of the animals in our care. As a culmination, we will look at the 
fifth domain in detail and examine sentience and pain in fish. 
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